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MESSAGE

Dear Tetsuya Shimada

Thank you for your recent photographs and letter concerning a Snow Goose seen near lake
Miyajima.

The difference between the nominate race Anser c.caerulescens(Lasser Snow Goose)and

Anser caerulescens atlanticus(Greater Snow Goose)is based largely on size, especially of

the bill.Lesser are typically lighter(2.3-3.1kg)and have a smaller bill(52-60mm long), Greaters
are typically heavier(2.7-3.5kg) and have a heavier bill(60-70mm long).The degree of overlap
is slight and these characters allow separation of most individuals.The'grinning patch’-

the dark area on the side of the bill-is relatively larger in the Greater.

The general appearance of this bird is that of Greater Snow Goose.When comparing the

bird with geese close by the bird is larger than whitefronts, the head shape appears to

be Greater and the bill a nice large size. Whitefronts are generally 2.1-2.6kg and thus the

photograph showing three whitefronts and the snow goose on water indicates the snow

goose to be a much bigger bird than the whitefronts.On this evidence alone it would

indicate Greater.Although the legs look grey in two of your photographs they appear pink
in another.

Greater Snow Geese breed on north-east Canadian islands, staging through the St Lawrence
River and usually winter on the eastern atlantic USAstates(e.g.Maryland).The whitefronts
seen with this individual are presumably from the eastern Siberian flocks that regularly
winter in China and Japan.So it seems that this Snow goose is in fact a vagrant and

has crossed the North pacific travelling west, rather than the normal route south east.

Page 2 to follow:

We have problems in our collection of captive Snow geese here at Slimbridge because there
has been some hybridesation in the past and there is considerable overlap in sizes.

However, my own opinion of this bird is that it is a Greater Snow Goose Anser Caerulescens
atlanticus although you would do no harm in contacting a snow goose expert in North

America for further verification.

You could try:Dr Evan Cooch, Dept of Biological Sciences, Simou Fraser University,

Burnaby, B.C.Canada, V5A 156.

Please let me know if you would like the photographs returned to you, or if any of the

above message is unreadable.

Yours sincerely

- -

Carl Mitchell

If any of the messase is un-readable then please call +44.(0).453.890.333
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Carl Mitchell, WWT, Slimbridge, Gloucester, GL2 7BT, U.K.

SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES BURNABY, BRITISH COLUMBIA V5A 1S6

Telephone: (604)291-4475 Telex:04-354614
PFax:(604)291-3496

August 19, 1994

Tetsuo Shimada

The Miyagi Prefectural Izunuma-Uchinuma Environmental Foundation

17-2 Shikimi, Aza-Kamihataocka

Wakayanagi-cho, Kurihara-gun,

Miyagi 898-55

Japan

Dear Mr.Shimada,

Thank you for your very nice letter of 15 August, concerning the species identification of

the snow goose in the photographs you sent.

Based on your description of the call, and the relative size of the snow goose compared
to the white-fronted geese in the picture, I suspect you are indeed correct in assuming
that the snow goose is Anser c.atlanticus, although(as you probably know), the occurrence
of a Greater Snow Goose that far West would be extremely rare.

Unfortunately, without measurements of the size and body weight, the designation as a

Greater Snow Goose cannot be absolute, but I believe you are probably correct.

I enclose information concerning the upcoming 8th North American Arctic Goose Meeting
& Workshop, scheduled for January 1995, in New Mexico, USA.At the last meeting, in
California in 1992, we had several Japanese scientists present, and we hope to have similar

participation in New Mexico in 1995.

Sincerely,

o
Evan Cooch
Department of Biological Sciences
E.mail:cooch@fraser.sfu.ca
Voice: (604)291-5611

FAX:(604)291-3496
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