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SUMMARY

Lake Tofutsu and the Flight Rout

of,theHWhooper Swans

I Their travel to and from the northern region

Kitahama Junior High School
Makoto Tamada

Lake Tofutsu is one of the bay-turned-lakes along the
coast of the Okhotsk Sea. It is sbout 10 km across and
the area is 920 hectares. It is a fresh water lske rich
with nourishment. The swans which visit Lake Tofutsu
are for the most part whooper swans and a few eastern
bewick's swans are seen among them. The number of whoop
er swans which spend the winter in Japan reasch some
12,000. About one-third or a guarter of them stop over
at Lake Tofutsu.

Lake Tofutsu is thir first base in Japan in the fall
and one of the few points where they gather for the last
time and wait for favorable weather to return.

There is a theory that the whooper swans which come
flying to Lake Tofutsu stop over at Lake Kucharo; in
the Soya district, on their way, Buf it has been prover
through the efforts of Mr.Yamauchi and Mr. Matsui that
whooper swans are to Lake Tofutsu what eastern bewick's
swans are to Lake Kucharo.

Of course, I don't deny that there are some exceptions
to this. I will explain by using the gathered
- observation data together with an example of the
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analysis that whooper swans comes directly to Lake

Tofutsu either from Siberia or Sakhalin. _
Finally I would like to express my sencere gratitude
to Kitahama Junior High School for offering ovservation
data on Lake Tofutsu and also to Mr. Shigeru Matsui and

Mr. Noboru Yamauchi for supplying us with their
observation data they gathered at and Lake Kucharo.
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