MATERIJALS FOR THE SWAN SYMPOSIUM

Sapporo, 1980

The 26th Annual Executive Board Meeting of the
literational Waterfowl Research Bureau (IWRB) .
held at the invitation of the Environment Agency

of Japan at Sappors Hokkaido from 18- 22 1980.

Symposia on Swan. four members of “The Swan

Society of Japan” sent up the treatises.

Upon this introduce the treatises of Makoto

Tamad and Kiyoshi Honda.
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THE WILD SWANS AT LAXKE TOFUTSU-KO, JAPAN
AN OUTLI 0F SUBSTANCE

December. 1979

BY
MAKOTO TAMADA
KITAEAMA JUNIOR HIGH SCHOCL

I, Lake Tofutsu-ko and the wild swans

1. Lzke Tofutsu-ko

Lake Tofutsu-ko is cne of many lakes formed from the ses

that dot the sea-coast of Okhotsk, see Figure 1. It has a

- width of approximately 10 kilometers and it is approximately
900 hectares, National Road 244 and National Railrcad Line
Semmo Run over the land between the lake and the sea-coast.

Land surrounding the lake approximately 2051 hectares, since

1963 has been designated as a wildlife protection ares.

2. Kinds of wild swans at Lake Tofutsu-ko

The main species of wild swans at Lake Tofutsu-ko are
WHOOPER SWANS, cometimes EASTERN BEWICK'S SWANS are stopped,

but this is very rare.

3. Wild swan's relationship to Fishermen

Because the fishermen inside the borders of Lake Tofutsu-
ko take up much fish and travel much across the lake. They
have aninfluence in determining when and where the swans will
do their feeding. Though it changes often the swans feeding

areas are fairly well determined.




II. Fall through Winter

1. Returning from north

Wild swans returning from north and those staying through
winter, see Table 1. This showns wild swans feturning from
the north annually arrive around October and number 10 birds.
From October 25 through November 10 a period one day 1000 ~
3000 swans arrive. From this point on the number of swans
returning flactuates until the middle of December when the ice
begining to frost on the Lake. At this point birds returning
from the north stop at the Lake for a short period only and
then resume their flight southward. These swans number around
500.

2. Tagged swans

Where the swans, leaving Lake Tofutsu-ko, go for the winter
is not clearly known receniry much work has been does on tag-
ging swans. We found that the tagged swans (1C-15, 1C-20,
1C-11 and 10-22 etc.) leaving Lake Tofutsu-ko usually stay at
Aomori District Kominato City. See Figure 2, we contecture or
guess that most swans stay at Kominate City during the winter

months.

3. The scouting plane's swans

In recent years between A0 ~ 100 swans have been known to
stay iIn the outskirts of Lake Tofutsu-ko in its nearly marshes
and streams. This year as in recent years this number has
been Increasing., These wild swans are seen also in several
winters where there is no opening in the Lske's Ice. The

sighting of these swans is called "The scouting plane's swans'.



III. Spring

1. Gathering

Lake Tofutsu-ko thaws at different times every year. Some
Tears at the beginning of January and other years in a large
relationship between the disappearing of ice barges and thaw-
ing of Lake Tofutsu-ko. As ice melts so does the rumber of
swans raise. The peak of swans arriving is around April 20

and numbers 4000 swans.

2. Feeding

In recent years there have been many wild swans fed direc-
tly from humans. In order to feed the swans we must take into
account,

1) Where there is no ice.

2) How large and where the swans living area ice.

3) How many swans.

Meny tourists bring food, for instance bread, which is-not

appropriate for the wild swans.

3. Homebound trip to north

When birds or wild swans return north, it is called
"HOKKI-KO" (homebound trip to north) in Japanese. Mos+t wild
swans return north (probably Siberia) by the end April. DMosz
leave Lake Tofutsu-ko early in the morning and range in groups
between 400 ~ 1500. Sometimes there are up to 2000. After
May other than in unusual circumstances. Where a family or
single birds remain all swans usually.have left Lake Tofutsu-ko
(Figure 3 shows the count of swans in on years time). By the
middle of May all swans have gone. Alsc notice the two peaks
in one SWAN'S YEAR.



IV, Conclusion

We conclude that in the fa2ll wild swans (particulariy
WEOOPER SWANS). Heading south 4o scoub the weather first come
to Lake Tofutsu—ko,,(EASTEHN BEWICK'S SWANS at Lake Kutcharo-
ko Soya) and its surrounding lekes and areas also when swans
are heading north. -Lake Tofutsu-ko is one of the last gather-
ing base in Japan. _

As'we think about the natﬁral protection of native and
wild birds and animals. We realize that we must work diligent-
1y to presserﬁe the natural balance between man the wild swans

and the environment.
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Figure I Lake Tofutsu-kKo and its wildlife protection area '
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Figure I The count of swans in on years time
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