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Bewick’ s Swans in Lake Suwa —4

Toshio_ Hayashi

Summany: At Lake Suwa the pair bf_ Bewick’s Swan . Cygnus columbianus
bewickii wintered their 8th winter with their four cygnets,and also one sub-
abult group swans(3 secoud winter birds)wintened in 1981. I obserred their

behaviour and group construction,so I report some topics about them.
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Flg 1. The bill patterns of adult Bewick’s Swans at Lake Suwa from
‘November 11, 1981 to March 30, 1982 with their 4 cygnets.



Fig.2, The bill patterns of Bewick's Swan’s cygnets at Lake
Suwa in 1981(20 November).
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Fig.3. The bill patterns of sub-adult Bewick’s Swans at Lake
Suwa in 1981. They make a sub-adult group. (Sankaku
and Kabin wintened their 2nd winter from October 31,1981

to March 30,1982,and Kuwagata wintened his 2nd winter
from November 16,1981 to March 30,1982).



Fig.4. Development of the bill patterns in the first winter to the
second winter of the 1980 cygnets. Top now, Sankaku;
second now, Kabin; bottom now, Kuwagata.
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Fig.5. Left is 2 sub-adult birds (Sankaku,Kabin)and right is the
family group (4 cygnets swimming between their parents).

(12 November 1981,0on off coast of the cape Yoshizaki )
(Kuwagata(sub-adult) joined the group on November 16)

Fig.6. The sub-adult group of 1981, From left to right: Kuwagata,
Kabin,Sankaku(November 20,1981),
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Fig.7. The movements of Bewick’s Swans at Lake Suwa in the
winter of 1981. The places where the swans were obserred

are indicated by double circles.
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Fig.8. The family group of 1981. Suwao (male) keeping an eye
on the family. Suwako (female) and her 4 cygnets feeding
at behind (18 November 1981,0on Yokokawagawa estuary).

Fig.9. Right 3 birds ara sub-adult group. Family group swimming
mto resting place of sub-adult group,then sub-adult group swim

off to feed at another place(l8 November 1981,0n Yokokawagawa
estuary),
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Fig.10. The family group (6 birds) at right and 3 subadult birds
going to their resting place are left. Centre of 4 cygnets 1s
Suwako(female)and behind is Suwao (male). Suwao keeping an
eye on the family and take care of 3 sub-adult birds swimming
nto his territory. 3 subadult birds from left to right :Kuwagata,
Kabin,Sankaku (20Novenber 1981,0n coast of the cape Yoshizaki).
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Table 1. Arrival day and fly off day of palr Bewick’s Swans
(Suwao,Suwako) at Lake Suwa.

First Last
observed | observed

1974-7 |11 Nov. 1 Apr.
1975—=7 {11 Nov. |16 Mar.
1976—7 |26 Nov. |28 Mar.
1977~7 |14 Nov. | 1 Apr.
1978—7 |23 Nov.{ 23 Mar.
1979-80(13 Nov. | 21 Mar.
1980—8 |11 Nov. 8 Apr.
1981—8 |11 Nov.i 30 Mar.

Season




