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Geopark Practice and Social Engineering:
Experience from Yehliu and Penghu Geoparks

Shew-Jiuan Su

Department of Geography, National Taiwan normal University

Taiwan geopark promotion is initiated by
geographers and  geomorphologists  and
supported by the Forestry Bureau, for the need
to develop settlements where landscapes are of
value. As the goal for the UNESCO in
promoting geoparks is to pursuit an “earth
science for society”, a humanistic turn is made
possible for landscape conservation. Landscape
conservation used to be for natural landscape in
Taiwan, but with the UNESCO geopark
initiatives, landscape conservation is turned to
base upon community and its people for
sustainable social and environmental
development. Thus, local participation becomes
important for environmental education, eco-tourism and sustainable local environment.

Local community based is the main character that needs particular social engineering according to
UNESCO geopark. The ways and doings of local participation in geoparks are new to Taiwanese society,
so some practice and experiment are needed. Taiwan scholars, with the help of the local communities and
central government, established framework and accumulated experience for six geoparks so far. They are
Yehliu, Penghu, Matsu, Yentsao, Tsaoling and Liji geoparks. Each has distinctive geology and community
and local milieu. So the lessons learned from each geopark is different.
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Yehliu and Penghu are two distinctively different geoparks, in terms of structural force and agency.
Both has its own merits and drawbacks. Yehliu geopark, famous for its sandstone coastal landforms and
Queen’s head, is mainly administrated by Tourism Bureau of Taiwan central government. Due to its close
proximity to Taipei metro area, tourists are packed all the time and thus community involvement is much
less. Yehliu’s local milieu plays a lesser role in the geopark itself. Penghu geopark, with basal rocks due to
its location and transportation constraint, has kept more local characteristics and charms. The numbers of
visitors and spatial scopes of the two geoparks are so diverse that they have different experience of local
participation. This presentation will discuss some similarity and difference of the two geoparks, and hope
to learn from Satoyama practice of socio-ecological production.
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